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and steelhead smolt rearing.    It will also increase habitat for
migrating and resident birds It is an ideal property, also, due
to its p~oximity to refuge properties. This property will act as
a filter for agriculturs runoff and thereby improve water quality.
The project will restore habitaL, conserve land withi~ the
floodplain, focus on salmon and steelhead trout habitat, and
provide broad ecosystem benefits.

support.)
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IV. PROJECT DESCRIPT$O~

a+ Project Description and Approach

The landowner of Grayson River Ranch has successfully applied for
a Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Wetlands Reserve
pr~ram (WRP) ~rant to establish a perpetual conservation ease[~ent
for i~6+9 acres of riparian property along the Tuolumne River. The
WRp~s funded $2,000 per acre. WRP funds are also being held for
an additional three acres adjacent and upstream of the larger
parcel, bringing the total ac~sage of this project to 139~9 acres.

The project includes property that has been £ntensely cultivated
until last year.      High river flows a~d rec~rren~ flooding
frequently in%tndate portions of the property. The J~uary 1997
floo~ caused considerable damage to the property and flooded the
e~tire proposed project area.

Th~s project would restore a full co--unity of riparian vegetation
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The next step is to complete the funding package, When funding is
secured and the easemenL acq~±red, the NRCS will assist with the
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V+) The NRCS commitment is contingent upon funding, planning, and
execution of these tasks to provide a self s~staining i~prove~enr+

c~ Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of the Project

The Grayson Ranch is in Stanislaus County, on the left bank (south
side) o~ the Tuolu~e River from river mile 5.1 to mile
one mile north of Grayson ROad. It is, ~her~fore, within five
miles of the San Joaq~in River and the San Joaquin Wildlife
Preserve. The projecn includes 139.9 acres. The river bends here
crsating a wide peninsula. See
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riparian wood rat, frogs, toads, pond turtles, and Valley
Elderberry Longhorn Beetle are other specles which wo~ld also
benefit from the ~estoration.

The project would restore natural hydrology by allowin9 the
property to flood seasonally, resulting in re establishment of fine
sediment deposition on the floodplain, riparian zone vegetative

provide benefits discussed above
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remove the lower 139.9 acres from agricultural use due to its
~arginal utility for his plans. If a conservation easement is not

I --01 0673
1-010673



The stat~s Of supporti~ documentation is as follows:

cha~gss are expected The schedule of riparian projects and
their ranking is attached.

Dated May 1998. See attached+

f. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring and evaluation is the responsibil~ty of the NRCS and
will conform at minimum to NRCS gdidelines+ The NRCS will ~onito~
the easement annually to insure the terms of the conservation
easement are being honored.    The replanted vegetat±on will be

Additional monitoring has been budgeted to prov£de written
evaluation of the pro~es~ to be reporred annually to the TRTAC for
several years to help them in their efforts to restore the river.
The evaluatio~ w~ll discuss the health of the various riparian
plants and the effectiveness of the re-established natural
hydrology+

Thi~ project will be ~n compliance with all laws and ~egulatlons.
The necessar/ permits will be acq~ire~ by NRCS and co-applicants,
Environmental review will be consistent wi~h CEQA or NEPA pe~ NRCS
poli~y a~d procedures. The T~TAC will be kept informed to provide
coordination with t~elr other projects.

(See the attached copies of letters of support) Several public
speaking    opportunities    have    been    used    by our    District

public informed.     The Friends of the Tuolu~e have also made
presentations to several local
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b. Schedule Milestones

when complete fundin~ is avail~ble~ the acq~isitlon of the
perpetua~ Co~se~vatio~ easement will be finalized and the hirinq
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VI. APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

The East Stanislaus Resource Conservation District (ESRCD) was
organized in 1997 to provide services to the eastern half of
Stanislaus County. ESRCD is the product of a consolidation of four
previously existing Resource Conservation Districts that had served
the co--unity for over forty years. Mike McElhiney, the District
Conservationist, has been very active with the West StaNislaus
Resource Conservation District for many years and provided ~ood
guidance as they built a strong and productive RCD. The ESKCD is
becoming a strong resource for its area by providing opportunities
such as this proposal.    The ESRCD is currently building working
relationships with one of the local irrigation districts, Modeeto
Irrigation District~ th~ local farm bureau, and Friends of ~he
Tuolumne, among others.
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vii~ COMPLIANCE WITK STAnDArD TE~MS ~

See attached Form DI-2010~

The terms and Conditions are agreeable to applicant and will be
co[~plied with.
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TUOLUI~INE RIVER CORRIDOR RESTORATION PLAN,
STAN|SLAUS COUNTY, CA

prepared for
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STANISLAUS FLY RSHERMEN
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Ecology
Action
E ducational
Institute

P. O, Box 154
Modesto, California 95353

April 4, 1998

Mr. Michael A. McElhiney
District Conservationist
U.S, Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Stanislaus Audubon Society, Inc.

MiChael A. McElhiney
District Conservationist
US Department of Agriculture
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YOKUTS GROUP
MOTHER LODE GROUP -- SIERRA CLUB

Ma~h 26.1998

I --01 0693
1-010693



--010694
1-010694








